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Obstacles in Using Educational Aids Facing
Government School Teachers of Science

And Social Studies in
Hebron District

ABSTRACT

This study aimed at identifying the obstacles that reduce using educational

aids which are facing teachers of science and social studies in the primary and
secondary schools in Hebron District,

The Study questions were as follows:

1. What were the obstacles facing science and social studies teachers in

their use of educational aids in primary and secondary schools in
Hebron District?

2. Did the obstacles, which decrease the use of educational aids by science
and social studies, teachers in primary and secondary schools, differ
according to the following variables: sex; experience; academic
qualification, school stage, kind of material (curriculum).

The study sample consisted of 161 (20%) men and women teachers
involved in the teaching of social studies and science disciplines in the primary
and secondary schools in Hebron District.

The study was limited to the use of one measurement tool:
a questionnaire. The questionnaire was developed by the researcher to match
the purpose of the study. The instrument reliability was checked by submitting
it to a group of referees (11), who were specialists in the field. The instrument

validity was checked by using pearson's coefficient correlation which reached
0.84.

The questionnaire was distributed among the subjects of the study. Only
142 subjects returned the questionnaire. This represented some 90% of the

sample. The study data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics and
analysis of variance.

To identify the obstacles that decrease educational aids in the teaching of
science and social studies, the researcher extracted the relative si gnificance of
each part of the questionnaire and put it in an ascending order.

-01-
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The study revealed the following findings :

I. The most significant obstacles are those pertinent to the lack of substances,

aids and educational equipment, which should be used by teachers. In
addition, some teaching aids are so expensive and cannot be produced /
made by the students. Classrooms are also not equipped with electric wires
and screens.

Schools are in short supply of high-tech teaching aids and labs to use the
equipment in them.

. There were statistically significant differences at o = 0.05 in the degree of

obstacles teachers " face in using teaching aids between men and women
teachers in favor of male teachers. That is to say, the sharpness of obstacles

among male teachers, in using teaching aids, are more than among female
teachers.

- There were statistically significant differences at o = 0.05 in the de gree of

obstacles in using educational aids on the teacher dimension among
teachers who had 5-10 years of experience and those who had more than 10
years of experience in favor of those having more than 10 years of
experience. That is to say, sharpness of obstacles is higher among teachers
who had 10 years of experience and more, compared with teachers who had
5-10 years of experience.

- There were no statistically significant differences at o = 0.05 in the de gree of

obstacles facing teachers in the using of teaching aids which may be
attributed to academic qualification variable.

. There were no statistically differences at o = 0.05 in the degree of obstacles

facing teachers, in using educational aids, which may be attributed to
school stage variables.

. There were statistically significant differences at o = 0.05 in the degree of

obstacles facing teachers in using teaching aids in favor of science male
teachers. That is to say, the degree of obstacles in using teaching aids was
higher among science teachers than among social studies teachers.

- In the light of study findings, the researcher recommends that the concerned

authorities show more interest in the teaching aids issue in terms of
considering them as a basic pillar in the teaching process, and also in terms
of supplying schools with all technical services and facilities to facilities
optimum use of teaching aids. The researcher also recommends that similar
studies be conducted in other districts in Palestine to identify principals’,
superrisors™ and students' point of view concerning the obstacles which
reduce the use of teaching aids in various disciplines and in all school
stages. ‘
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