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ABSTRACT

Many students seems to have difficulty understanding what they learn. One possible
reason for this difficulty is that they do not understand the meaning and purpose of
connectives. -

The purpose of connective is to enable the reader to find the conceptual relationship
between ideas events expressed in the text especially when they are implicitly .stated.

Although the ability to understand implicit relationship may be related to age and
reading ability, it may be enhanced through instruction.

There are common types of connective relationship and the teacher may wish to
become familiar with those the students will encounter in the reading.

In teaching the students about connectives, the teacher must remember to be selective,
use direct instruction, watch for ambiguous connectives, make sure the student have
sufficient prior knowledge about the topic and select appropriate materials.

The activities deal with concrete concepts and with implicit connectives in content

area materials.

If such a systematic approach is not appropriate for the students, the teacher may want
to reinforce the skill when it comes up in a specvific assignment. The teacher can also
determine who needs instructions. '

I shall now describe the implementation of comprehension strategy with the grammar
coursware. This is entended to encourage integration of presented material with prior
knowledge and organization of what it commited to memory :

Paraphrasing

Analysis of key ideas
Identifying key concepts
Relationship - guided definition
Comparing relationship
Cognitive mapping




Method :

Subject :

The subjects wge68 students, aged between 16 and 19, from « Bouras Mohamed »

secondary algerian school, not english native speakers (foreign language). All had

normal visual and auditory accuity by their own report. Randomly splited to two

groups (control = 32 subjects, experimental = 36 subjects). , |
Material :

The material was :

Pretest : Test of grammar comprehension (36 items)
Test of intelligence raven

Experiment : Grammar learning program (05 lessons of grammar)
Post-test : Test of grammar comprehension (73 items)
Design :

Experimentused 2x2 . ANALYSIS of varaNCE ( ANEVA),
Computer assisted learning versus natural teaching method & scores and times.

Procedure :

All subjects were exposed to the exemplars with the specific instructions to each
group. Each group performed alone before being exposed tojC.A.L only and N.T.M in

the other side. They were told to concentrate on tasks to perform it as well as they
could.



§

We _.
In OVR articlery to form an idea of self-regulation in learning.

Ther are three levels with respect to the self-regulation of tasks :
1. Knowledge and conceptions
2. Executive control or regulation processes
3. Transformation or executive skills

Self-regulated learners are able to prepare their own learning, to take the necessary
steps to learn, regulate learning, provide their own feed back and keep themselves motivated
and concentrated.

From this, the author assume that students should be active learners. Bute there are
impediments to active learning as well.

These impediments consist of student factors and interactive factors.

X ) ) { | )
This article was carried out to see wether the students could be trained to become
active learners.

This was done by integrating a learning - to learn program in cfomputer assisted
instruction. B '

The various subskills that compromise self-regulation learning in the group itself :

Self-regulated preparation on learning consists of :
a) an adequate orientation of learning goals and learning activities.
b) an adequate planning of learning activities tuned to goals set.
¢) and adequate choice of learning goals tuned to your ability and
knowledge.
d) knowing what learning goals you strive for and why they are relevent.
e) self-motivation : intrinsec motivation for the goals or motivation to
learn.
f) being able to find relevent prior knowledge and skills that can be used
in the new learning.
g) attentionnal volitional and emotional strategies. (getting started,
getting attention,self-esteem, attributions).




I- STUDENT FACTORS IMPEDING ACTIVE LEARNING (between groups).

1. Students differs in the way they see fundamental of learning and the division of
tasks between teachers andstudents (learning conception).

2. (learning goals). many students do not think about the goal learning, they do not
thematize learning, they take it for granted. Therefore they do not make their goal
explicit nor they pay attention to the goal formulated.

3. (Motival, Volitionnal and effective factors). We found student to be afraid of
changing their learning approach. Student were also very active during learning in
an improductive way just to be sure.

Students may fail to believe that active learning really works and require too much
effort or energy. - | ‘

Students are not able to regulate the whole process consisting of evently distributed
attention to the beginning state, the end state, and possible ways to get from the
beginning to the end state.

4. (Skills of active learning itself). Student who do not use certain activities will lack
the necessary learning skills (elaboration, analizing, ...). Many students use surface
processing startegy. They do not know what kinds of learning activities exist and
when to use which ones.

5. (Regulation skills). Students often fail to adequately plan and orientate beforehand.
They start thinking only when they encounter problems. Few students monitor, test
and check their learning activities in a way that is turned to the learning goals.
Revision mechanism is very rarely showed up.

II - }

The strategy that readers use to select information to be held from one cycle to the
next is a critical component of the comprehension process : readers must maximize the
likelyhood that information maintained in active memory will provide connections for
incoming information. Therefore, in order for any model of reading comprehension to be
successful, it must be able to predict what information a reader is likely to select.



In an early attempt to model the comprehension process, the author proposed the
labelling strategy, the leading-edged strategy, the current-state selection strategy and the
foreground strategy in all of them. Readers selected information to be maintained in .active
memory on the basis of importance and regency of mentionning. These strategies provided
an excellent first approximation and was successful in predicting reading rates and recall and
the contents of active memory.

A reader may use pragmatic, linguistic and world knowledge along with explicitly

-staled information to provide a representation of the situation.

One possible concern is that requiring subjects to memorize plans may have
encouraged subjects to pay special attention to spatial features on the plan while reading.

The results of study indicated that while reading the current set of messages, subjects
remained sensitive to the location of target-word. The result of study are consisten with the
comprehension strategy used in this model.

Incoming information is continually checked and the mental model is updated to
reflect any changes.

We found that readers used strategy that focused on the goals and plans of the main
character, a strategy that relied heavily a causal relation.

Assuming a limited-capacity system in the C.A.L, it would be impossible for all these
types of information to be foregrounded at the same time. One possibility is that different
types of information remain foregrounded at different levels of representation.

Each of these strategies makes different predictions about what readers will
foreground and each has received empirical support.

| .

The readers can shift their focus of attention from one level of representation to
another. The type and amout of information that would be foregrounded would depend on
the level of representation currently in focus.

Generally, if the reader is attempting to understand what a particular grammar is
about, attention should be focused primarily at the level of mental model.

Thus not only must the type of grammar be considered when examining
foregrounding strategies but also the influence of teacher The style in whiche the teacher
chose to engage the reader can both guide and restrictforegrounding strategies.




The particular learnin strategies that are implemeﬁted through the grammar courses
need to be carefully matched to the processing requirements of the objectives stated for the
program. ' ’

Learning strategies are note implicitely good or effective. They represent technologies
that can facilitate the completion of specified objectives. If inappropriately applied, they can
be counter productive.

A proper task analysis of the objectives and the strategies amployed should produce a
match before the notebook is utilised.

Learning strategies, regardless of the instructional conditions of their presentation, are
more effective if they are practised. In fact the more comprehensive learning strategy system
entoil many hours of training taime. The amount of time required for practising any strategy
implemented will vary with the complexity of the strategy, the ability and background of
learners and the difficulty of material with which they are being used.

However some practice with feedback will promote more effective integration and
utilization of learning strategies in courseware.

Without practice, and even with practice, simply giving directions to learners to
engage a certain form of generative processing of material in fact, occurs learners usually

habituate a prefered set of study strategies that are note generative in nature. Breaking such
habits can be difficult.

By requiring learners to process information in a particular wayyou may be
contracting their preferred productive mode of studying, thereby documenting learning.

The effects of feedback on helping readers to improve their comprehension of the
features of, multifaced feedback treatment were providing clear indications abouit
correctness, repealing correct answers, being encouraging, rehearsing correct information

both by speaking and underlonging it and remaining students about why such information is
important to learn.

On post-test inference scores showed that students whose instruction included explicit
feedback abouit how to infer were able to answer more inference question correctly.

However, when reading tasks call fo test-bases inferencing, feedback that is explicit
about how to construct such inferences may be more effective.

|
|
|
|
|



¢

Poor readers do not suffer from poor information processing, their difficulties in
drawing test-based inferences do not seem attribuable to weak ®r missing procedural
knowledge that creates inferences.

It appears we did not teach these a strategy of inferencing. These students lacked
rather procedural knowledge that identifies a rule, a critical fact or both as information that
should be stored in memory.

These patterns-recognizing procedures are knowledge in the reading. field.

When previous learning makes it more rather than less difficult to learn a new skill,
we call this negative transfer.

Negative transfer occurs mainly in situations where the two tasks are perceptually
very similar. In these conditions transfer is normally overwhelmingly positive but the
occasional intrusion of negative transfer can sometimes be significant in crucial elements of
task. {
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S PRIF S JURTRU & P R | S S R I S g PN TP Losie
Ll Jia 3 5 slaladl gols Tall syl PP AN RN A1)
lanll s ey ;&9-@31’ byl pralanll QL) L nd y Ldaly
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Ja = siaall el 8l pae Lgde JY¥as ¥l sa 5 (Bruner and All, 1956)
Sl g il il Jball it ol 1 LSy 3l ISl
Pl t il e Gy allly ol i Jdull G i ALl gkt
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Youlwant to tell someone else what Tom said,| There are two ways of doing

this

1. Yoﬁ can repeat,Tom's word ( Direct speech} :

Ex : Tom said " | am feelingill . ™

2. Or you can uselreported speech 1

Ex : Tom said that he was feeling ill.

oir Tomsaid ™ fors feshn il . You use these to show it
‘Reported : Tom said that he was feeling ill. is direct speech.

A. When we use reported speech we are usually talking abouit the past.

Sofverbs usually change to the past in the reported speech. For.example :

- Was .

“Were
Had
Would
Could
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. Tom said that his parent were very well.

. Tom said ™ : i . Tom said That he was going to give up
Job. " his job.

- Tom said " Ann : . Tom said that Ann had bought a new
car. _ car.

. Tom said " ot ‘ . Tom said that he coutdntcome to the
on friday." Coe . party on friday.

. Tom said™ x _ iday but . Tom said that he wanted to go on 4
N . hollday but he dadn t knew where to go.

B Tgm said " i afew ;~Tom said that he was gg'ng awayfora’
© days. ¢ : / k.. - few days and would ;:ahorze me when A
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Ex: [ I'have not told them about the accident yet]
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